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March - Ista Wicayazan Wi - (Moon of the Sore Eyes)
The sun reflecting off the melting snow would cause tenderness and
chapping to the eyes.

A year after COVID-19, a Sigh of Hope

A year ago, on March 13, Gov. Kristi Noem had declared a state of emergency in South Dakota, and schools closed for
what ended up being the rest of the academic year.
We stayed home more and masked up if we went somewhere. We missed seeing friends and hugging family. Churches started online services, while restaurants scaled back and bars and hair salons temporarily closed. Meetings were
held on Zoom or other internet platforms.
This month, more than a thousand people in Moody County have been vaccinated against the COVID-19 virus. While
there still are restrictions and masks are generally recommended for a while longer, there is a collective sigh that
maybe things are getting better. A sigh of hope.
Looking back on the year that will be a memory forever, here’s what local people had to say. Interviews were conducted in downtown Flandreau.
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“I don’t leave my home unless I have to go get groceries. I stay home.”
Juliann Perry, 52
Flandreau
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“I’m usually home a lot more now.”
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Corcoran, 20
Flandreau
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may be contained in the Flandreau Santee Sioux
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“I definitely don’t go out a lot anymore. I don’t go out and eat. I guess I’m
more isolated. I have to take online classes. It’s frustrating.”
Veronica Bird, 17
Student
Flandreau

“Not being able to see family is the biggest thing, although we can
Zoom. I can go to church, and I can go shopping. I can keep my mask
on, and I’m good.”
Jo LaPlante, 84
Retired
Flandreau

“I don’t get to go out much. Being laid off for a little while, we came back
and had a whole bunch of safety precautions. We had to wear masks
and face shields…. Interactions with people are way down. That can
kind of be depressing if you like to talk to people.”
Ramsey Olson, 24
Casino employee,
Dell Rapids
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“I don’t do any socializing to speak of, haven’t in the last year. I get my
groceries, keep my appointments and stay home.”
Ann Svendsen, 85
Tyler, Minn.

“We sure don’t go around as much as we used to. We were busier (at
work) this year.”
Paul Amdahl, 67
Sturdevant’s manager
Flandreau

Looking Back

Memories are Forever

Hovland named as Associate Commissioner
of National Indian Gaming Commision
WASHINGTON, D.C. February 11, 2021 – The National Indian Gaming Commission is pleased to welcome Associate Commissioner Jeannie Hovland (Flandreau Santee Sioux), appointed to a three-year term on January 17,
2021.
“I am honored by my appointment to the Commission, a wonderfully hardworking and dedicated team,” said
Hovland. “I look forward to collaborating with Chairman Simermeyer and Vice-Chair Isom-Clause as the Commission continues its important role to serve and protect the integrity of Indian gaming. I will continue my
commitment of respecting tribal sovereignty and I look forward to visiting with tribal leaders to learn how I
can best serve them in this role.”
Hovland enjoyed a rich and varied career serving Indian Country prior to joining the NIGC. Her extensive
knowledge and experience in Indian Affairs includes her 13 years serving Native American communities in
South Dakota as Tribal Affairs Advisor to Senator John Thune, where she counseled Senator Thune on important legislation such as the Tribal Law and Order Act and the Code Talkers Recognition Act of 2008. From
Senator Thune’s office, Hovland joined the Department of the Interior, where she served as a Senior Advisor
to the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs.
Most recently, she served as Commissioner of the Administration for Native Americans. There she oversaw a
$57 million annual operating budget to promote self-sufficiency for American Indians, Alaska Natives, Native
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders. As Commissioner, Hovland administered discretionary grants to support social and economic development, Native language restoration and revitalization, and environmental regulatory
enhancement. Hovland created the Social and Economic Development Strategies for Growing Organizations
program, which provides funding to strengthen internal governance structures and build capacity for tribes
and tribal organizations. She also served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Native American Affairs at the Administration for Children and Families, a $58 billion operating division under the Department of Health and
Human Services. While there, she provided expert and culturally appropriate advice to the Assistant Secretary
on policies and strategies affecting Native Americans.
Hovland joins on the Commission Chairman E. Sequoyah Simermeyer (Coharie) and Vice-Chair Kathryn IsomClause (Taos Pueblo). Together, the three-member Commission will continue to implement the Agency’s priorities and principles of strengthening Indian gaming’s regulatory structure as consistent with its responsibilities under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.
“I look forward to working with Associate Commissioner Hovland. Her clear commitment and dedication to
strengthening tribal communities will be instrumental to her contributions at the NIGC,” said Chairman
Simermeyer.
“Commissioner Hovland’s career path shows a commitment to Indian Country. I look forward to working with
her in our shared mission to promote tribal economic development, self-sufficiency, and strong tribal governments,” said Vice Chair Isom-Clause.
Jeanie is the daughter of Carol Robertson of Flandreau, and Eugene Hovland, Rapid City, SD and is a member
of the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe.
“Having followed our fellow tribal member Jeannie Hovland’s career for a number of years, we at the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe were proud to learn of her recent appointment to the National Indian Gaming Commission,” said Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal Chairman Tony Reider.
“Her ability and skill working under formidable circumstances has always been impressive and valuable to this
community. At this time, we congratulate her on her appointment and know she will serve the commission
well,” he concluded.

At last week's Flandreau City Council meeting, business owner Jessica Hovland asked council members
whether she could install a temporary parklet in front of her business, the Flandreau Bistro & Roasterie.
The deck-like structure would be in place from late May through September to provide outdoor seating and
dining. It would be removed for winter months so it would not be in the way of snow removal, she said.
The parklet idea is an example for downtown improvements that came up when the Flandreau Development
Corporation worked with Wellmark’s Healthy Hometown project. Because of the pandemic, businesses also
have suffered with providing indoor seating as they worked to keep people socially distanced. Outdoor
seating, as a result, has become popular.
Hovland and City Administrator Jeff Pederson will look at some ideas and bring them back to the city council.

November 8, 1963 - March 3, 2021

Memorial Service:
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 - 7:00 P.M.
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe Community Center
Eastman Hall Flandreau, SD

Frederick Allen Redwing, age 57, of Flandreau, South Dakota Journeyed to the Spirit World on March 3rd, 2021.
He was born in Rapid City, South Dakota, on November 8, 1963,the
son of Frederick I. Redwing and Inez Hillers. Fred graduated from
Flandreau Public High School and graduated from Southwestern
Indian Polytechnic Institute, SIPI and Haskell University. After graduating high school from SIPI he worked in Washington, DC as a
land surveyor and later returned to Flandreau to care for his mother
until her passing and later graduated from Haskell University obtaining a Associates degree in IT.
Fred worked many years at the Royal River Casino and with the
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe.
Fred enjoyed fishing, hunting, and traveling. He loved teasing and
making jokes with all his family and friends and took great pride in
his homestead. He loved to share his memories of all his good
times with his family and friends.
Boe is survived by his sisters: Liz Wakeman, Diane (Ray)
Austin, Debra Wakeman, and Dawn (Marcus) Serrano;
many nieces, nephews and other loving family and
friends.
Fred is preceded in death by his parents; and brother,
Francis (Stub) F. Wakeman, Jr.

Musical Exploration
Dusty Beaulieu shares Native American music styles with elementary
students.

Officer makes drug bust

A Flandreau police officer made a drug bust late last week that yielded 12 syringes of methamphetamine.
The officer stopped a Jeep on Veterans Street near the Royal River Casino about 3 a.m. March
12.
The 29-year-old male driver from Dell Rapids was charged with driving under suspension,
driving without insurance and expired license plates. He was ticketed and released.
A 31-year-old Dell Rapids woman passenger in the car was wanted on several warrants out of
Lake County, including failures to appear. The officer found 12 syringes filled with meth, and
the woman said they were hers, according to the police report.
She was arrested for possession of drugs and drug paraphernalia, booked through the Moody
County Sheriff’s Office and taken to jail in Lake County.
While it is not uncommon for local officers to find drugs during a stop, the amount that was
ready for use is unusual, said Sergeant Rob Neuenfeldt with the Flandreau Police Department.
“There’s usually not that many needles,” he said. “That’s not very common.”
Chief Zach Weber said his department is posting more crimes like this one on Facebook as an
awareness in the community that drug offenses occur. While this stop may have yielded more
syringes than normal, making drug arrests is not unusual, he said. “It’s all over the place.”
The case remains under investigation. A Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe officer assisted with the
stop.

Knowing the signs of meth abuse might help you save someone’s life.


Hyperactivity



Drastic weight loss



Dilated pupils



Talkativeness



Increased distractibility



Tooth decay and loss of teeth



Aggression



Irritability



Agitation



Grandiose behavior



Twitchiness

 Loss of interest in normal activities, such as food, water, sex, and sleep
 Getting “sketched out,” or becoming agitated, nervous, moody, irritable, paranoid, and/or aggressive .


Jumpy eyes



Scratching, itching, or picking at skin



Financial difficulties



Not meeting financial obligations



Absenteeism or tardiness at school or work



Noticeable changes in behavior



Cravings



Social and interpersonal problems



Impulsive behaviors



Memory loss



Bizarre and erratic behavior



Repetitive behavior patterns that can last for hours, also called “tweaking” or “geeking.”



Sleep deprivation, resulting in hallucinations, delusions, extreme paranoia, or violence

