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The word Wacipi [wah-chee-pee] in the Dakota Language translates as
"they dance." A more common meaning is "Pow Wow." A Wacipi is a
social gathering where friends and relatives come together to
celebrate their way of life and culture and where dancers in their
regalia will dance and singers at the drum will sing as their ancestors
did before them. Source: www.earthskyeweb.com
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October Tribal Members
 10/2 Lisa Forkel

10/2 Robby Nelson
10/2 Doug Van Dam
10/3 Tehya Himes
10/3 Wyatt Weston
10/4 Brandon Hailstorm
10/5 Melodie Crow
10/6 Joel Penny
10/7 Sam Allen Sr
10/7 Randy Allen
10/7 Louis Williams
10/8 Lisa Lovejoy
10/9 Wakanhdi Beaulieu
10/9 Sheyanna Crow
10/9 Larry Herrick
10/9 Christine Payer
10/9 Mike Tollefson
10/10 Sandra Fleury
10/10 Miracle Schuyler
10/11 Sharon Mull
10/12 Rich Nesje
10/13 Heather Peper
10/14 Cadence Allen
10/14 Mark Britton
10/14 Juanita Nesje
 

10/15 Benjamin Gilbert
10/15 Elizabeth Wakeman
10/16 Willow Drapeau
10/18 Kiona Schmidt
10/18 Guy Vorce
10/19 Steve Studsdahl
10/21 Laureen Arbes
10/21 Dowan Smallwood
10/22 Desirae White
10/23 Madison Fleury
10/23 Sabrina Livingston
10/24 Marcie Jones
10/24 Alexyss La Deaux
10/24 Marissa Peterson
10/24 Douglas Shopbell
10/25 Allen Ross
10/26 Haley Rederth
10/27 Debra Reed
10/28 Lalo Montoya Sr
10/29 Aaron Davis
10/29 Kelly Pitsenberger
10/30 Kristi Winters
10/31 Sara De Luna
10/31 Zach Rederth
10/31 Alexis Reider
10/31 Duane Ross
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Bar X enters new chapter
under familiar ownership

Moody County Enterprise 

New Bar X owner Michael Mohr stands behind the bar at
the longtime Flandreau gathering place. Mohr purchased
the building September 1– exactly 54 years after his
grandparents and uncle first purchased the business.

Michael Mohr cannot remember a time when Bar X was not part of his life.
 Some of his earliest memories are of tagging along with his grandmother, Glenda Hansen, while
she worked. As he grew older, Bar X remained a regular stop. On his walk home from Spafford
Elementary School, Mohr would often check to see whether his grandfather, Ralph, was behind
the bar.
 If he was, Mohr would stop for a soda and candy bar and spend 10 or 15 minutes telling him
about his day before continuing home. Other times, he would return in the evening to see his
grandmother, wash dishes or simply spend time in a place that always felt comfortable.
 So, when the opportunity came to purchase the longtime Flandreau business from his family
following Glenda’s death last year, it did not feel like an enormous leap.
 It felt more like coming home.
 Mohr, 38, officially purchased the building September 1. He later learned there was something
especially fitting about the date.
 His grandparents and uncle purchased Bar X on Sept. 1, 1972. At that time, the business was
located between what’s now Fat Boys Bar and the former bowling alley. They moved they moved
the business across the street and a bit north in the early 1980s into the former Bonde’s V-Store.
 Exactly 54 years later, Mohr became its owner.
 He did not realize the dates matched until five days after closing.
 “There was no plan behind the timing,” he said. “It was simply serendipitous. “
 “I don’t know if there’s any more emotions I could be feeling right now,” said Mohr.
 Mohr graduated from Flandreau High School in 2006. As a student, he was involved in band, oral
interpretation, theater and wrestling and took photographs for the yearbook. He played
percussion and developed an early interest in both performance and the behind-the-scenes work
required to make a production come together.
 That interest eventually led to a career as a traveling audio engineer. Mohr worked with regional
bands, sold professional audio equipment and toured internationally with the musical “Kinky
Boots,” helping take the production throughout North America and into China.
 Between production jobs, he also built an extensive career in the hospitality industry. He worked
behind the bar at venues ranging from tiki bars to downtown steakhouses and helped develop
beverage programs for several Sioux Falls restaurants and hospitality groups. 
 



Bar X enters new chapter under familiar ownership
 Some of his creations remain popular cocktails to this day.

 Mohr has since moved into restaurant and bar consulting, helping hospitality groups develop
beverage menus and operational systems designed to function well long after his work is
complete.
 Now he is bringing that experience back to Flandreau.
 Mohr continues to live in Sioux Falls but is frequently in town to support his son, Jacob, a
junior at Flandreau High School who runs track and plays trumpet. Becoming more involved in
his son’s activities also helped Mohr stay connected with the broader community and see the
work being done by a younger generation of local families and business owners.
 All of it, he said, assures him that community support remains strong. It also helped reinforce
his decision to invest in Bar X.
 “Watching and seeing how the community does react and does want to support and does want
to engage was really, very helpful and made my decision to purchase the business easy,
because the community is there. The support is there. It’s just finding the right ways to engage
and be a part of it.”
 For now, Mohr said, the goal is not to reinvent the longtime watering hole. It is to stabilize the
business, create consistency and give people more reasons to stop in.
 He hopes to recapture some of the energy Bar X was known for in the late 1990s and early
2000s, when customers stopped in for Shake-a-Day, pizza before a game, darts, pool or simply
time with friends.
 His background in craft cocktails may influence occasional specials, but Mohr has no intention
of abruptly transforming Bar X into something unfamiliar or overly polished.
 He understands that people still value the bar for what it has always been: comfortable,
approachable and full of memories.
 “The last thing I want to do is scare anybody away because they think it’s going to turn into
some pretentious spot that it’s never been and I could never see it being,” he said.
 The business will continue listening to customers and introducing programming based on what
the community responds to. Ideas include Whiskey Wednesdays, Friday meat raffles and
quarterly events, along with renewed support for community groups and causes.
 Most importantly, Mohr wants customers and the community to know Bar X is not going
anywhere. The goal is to honor its character, preserve what generations of customers have
loved and carefully build on it.
 “We’re gonna continue to promote and have fun, but really the idea is that we want to create a
space where people can just be present in the community and enjoy the charm and the
character and share the memories that they’ve made and create more as we move forward into
this next evolution of people.” 
 



Fresh look greets Flier fans at home field
 It has been a tough start to the season for a young Flandreau Fliers football team

navigating injuries and a few difficult losses.
 Last week’s home game brought another challenge, with storms moving through
the area and a lengthy rain delay.
 With plenty happening both inside and outside the stadium, not everyone in
attendance may have had a chance to notice the work that has gone into giving
the Fliers’ home field a fresh look.
 Thanks to the Flandreau Booster Club members, other volunteers and the school
district, the bleacher area has a fresh coat of paint, along with other aesthetic
improvements throughout the stadium.
 There is a new Fliers sign, upgraded lighting in the crow’s nest and refreshed
stadium bathrooms with new toilets and fixtures, updated lighting, wainscoting
and fresh paint.
 The school district agreed to split the project costs with the Booster Club, with
additional improvements to be discussed as needed.

Jud Krull power washes the
stadium base and seats
before the 50+ year old
Booster Club Stadium was
repainted and freshened up
just prior to fall games. 
 

And while it isn’t necessarily
new, the field itself, school
officials point out, remains in
top shape — something those
familiar with the stadium
have come to expect thanks
to Dave Feske’s steady care.
 The refreshed surroundings
are home to a young Fliers
team still working to find its
footing after graduating 12
seniors last season.
Flandreau has just two
seniors this year: Tucker
Hemmer and Tank Peters.
 Peters, a four-year starter,
brings the size and strength
to help set the tone along the
offensive line, while Hemmer
provides speed and has
found opportunities running
behind him.
 

Head coach Josh Edlund said the ge junior class has also shown a willingness to learn and be
coached with Trevor Peters bringing a strong football IQ, Jake Hamilton demonstrating
versatility at several positions, and Tate Hammer, despite an injury that has sidelined him for
the season, is a quick, athletic runner. Newcomers Finley Whipkey, Nelson Carcamo and Nate
Ross also made an early impact.
 The season may not have started the way the Fliers hoped, with injuries and losses testing the
young roster. But coaches believe the team has the potential to keep learning, improving and
finding its stride as the season moves forward.
 And win or lose, team and school officials say the work completed around the stadium is
another reminder of the community behind them. 
 



As more locals take to two wheels for school, work and recreation, new places to park and ride are
taking shape across Moody County.
 County Commissioners earlier this month approved placement of a bike rack outside the historic
downtown Flandreau courthouse. The rack, not yet installed, will go along the back side of the
courthouse near the parking lot.
 Commission Assistant Marty Skroch told the Moody County Enterprise that several employees
regularly bike to work, but without a designated rack, bicycles are often left leaning against the
building or on the ground nearby.
 Meanwhile, both Colman and Flandreau are moving forward with new bike and walking paths. In
Colman, a path stretching across the community is being built as part of the Highway 34
reconstruction project.
 In Flandreau, construction on a new path is scheduled for next year. It will begin on the west edge of
town, run south on Veterans Street and loop back through the community. Organizers hope to
eventually connect it to a larger network of paths long discussed by the Flandreau Development
Corporation, the city and the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe extending toward the powwow grounds
and beyond.
 E-bike regulations are also expected to come back before the Flandreau City Council at its next
regular meeting Tuesday evening, September 2. With the growing number of e-bikes and scooters on
local roads especially among younger riders city officials say theyve heard significant feedback from
drivers who are concerned about safety.
 
 

More places to ride and park
bikes coming soon

 

FYI---Eagles Migratory Routes through Minnesota
 
Many migrating eagles make extended stops through Minnesota and Wisconsin along the Mississippi
River and some live year round at the same places. The towns that see hundreds of bald eagles fish
and soar in nature’s environment are Red Wing, Lake City, Reads Landing, Wabasha, Minnesota and
Nelson, Pepin, Stockholm, Camp Lacupolis, Wisconsin.
The eagle’s migratory routes from northern Canada to the central United States. The strong
currents where the Mississippi and Chippewa rivers meet, the water does not freeze, and fish—the
mainstay of the bald eagle’s diet---are plentiful in the winter months.
The National Eagle Center is located at Wabasha, Minnesota and is a Year ‘Round Visitor’s Center.
There is an Eagle Observation Deck open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
Heed the eagles’ warning! Because of their position in the food chain, eagles are living barometers
that forewarn us of unseen environmental hazards. Approximately 20% of rehabilitated eagles test
positive for lead poisoning from old shotgun pellets, rifle slugs and fishing sinkers. The Eagle Center
is working closely with hunting and fishing organizations to offer safer alternative product that also
support outdoor activities.
Source: National Eagle Center, Wabasha, Minnesota
 





Attention readers..We are temporarily at 
new locations until our 

New Tribal Administration building is done. 

Tribal Office is located at on the other side of Tribal
Maintenance Shop or some might know it as the old Flandreau

Motors building across the street from Family dollar. 
In this building you will find Finance, Human Resources, Fleet &
Roads, Natural Resources, THPO, Maintenance Assistant, Front

desk receptionist, Membership Services/Enrollment and
Administrative Officer

 
Tribal Council, Executive Assistant, Legal, Social Services, FSST

Police department and IT are in the trailers at the RV park
across the street from RRC. 

*Signage has been order and will 
be put up as soon as it arrives.

 













*Second Payment will be available March 1st, 2027

1st of 2 $500 18-54 $1500 55+ issuances 
for fiscal year Oct 1 -Feb 31st, 2027

*Pick up & drop off apps at Member Services Office

Check Can be picked up starting Oct 1 at st

Membership Services Window

Council Approved, June 2026







Reminder from 
Chief of Police Brian Arnold

Just sending out a friendly reminder of the speed
limits within the FSST lands. With school back in
session, please stay cautious of our children who wait
for the school bus as they get on or off for school.

Allen Ave. from Center St. to Veterans St. is 15 mph
along with all other streets in the Tribal Housing area.
Veterans St. is 35 mph from Inkpaduta Rd. to
Pipestone Ave. Broad Ave. and Center St. is 25 mph.
Inkpaduta Rd. is 35 mph.
We have been receiving complaints about the speeds
in the Casino Parking Lot as well. The RRC Parking Lot
and RV Lot have a posted speed limit of 15 mph in
these areas.

Let's all work together in keeping our streets and
community safe while we operate our vehicles on our
roadways. Also, if the red lights are flashing on the
school bus, it's unlawful to pass from the rear and the
front. Please wait until the lights are off to proceed.

Thank you all!!!!
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