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When: February 5, 2026 Join us for dinner and hear
MRSl A@Eiod  departmental updates as

Time: 5:00 pm well as get your copy of

Executive Counsel Minutes

ahead of the General

Counsel meeting.
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ROYALRIVERCASINO.COM
FLANDREAU, SD
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“Wicozani Gathering”

Every Tuesday in our Community Room

/ /, > Health Screenings: 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
~ TRIBAL

HEALTH Activities or Education: Related to diabetes and
CENTER other chronic illnesses from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM

The Wicozani Gathering is a diabetic clinic funded by the Special Diabetes Program
for Indians (SDPI). This initiative focuses on prevention, education, and care for
Native Americans who are at risk of or currently living with diabetes. There is no

registration or appointment needed, but patients will need to check-in with reception.

Introducing Something New This Year!

Patients attending Wicozani Gathering will now check-in with reception, allowing
our team to keep track of participation, and automatically keep track of a new points
system designed to keep you motivated. Other ways to earn “Wicozani\Wellness
Points” will be available through out the year. See below for more information:

Points system for Patients:

Check in at the Wellness Center =1 point per visit

Attend Wicozani Gathering = 1 point per visit

SDPI Events = 1 point per event

Standards of Care = 16 points (1 point per 16 item checklist)

Patients can cash in points for prizes such as, an electric toothbrush, water pik,
cooking utensils, fitness tracker, massage gun, pots & pans, diabetic insoles, and more!

» Visit with our SDPI team for more information! {4
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]A NUARY Healthy Weight | Cervical Cancer
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Wicozani Community /
Gathering Blood Drive

10 -2pm

January 17th, 2026

Celebrating 2 Years since

JANUARY 1°7

the Wellness Center's
GRAND OPENING!
Members are invited to
drop by for a special treat!

JANUARY 19™

I/ COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE - FRIDAY, JANUARY 30™

s
/ng'\Bl_f*H 10:00am until 2:00pm at the West Entrance of Wicoicaga
EENTER Otipi Community Center. SAVE A LIFE DONATE BLOOD.




Quarterly
Genetal Councl

When: Saturday, February 7, 2026

4
Where: Royal Roorm
Royal River Casino & Hotel

Time: ¢ am to Noon
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GET 20% OFF AT THE

SIGN UP!» ;i1 srop—on us!

EARN 10
Sons $10 COMP 2 2)
EARN20 ¢4 FREE 2 W

— PLAY CASINO+HOTEL

% $20 FREE

FREE
Eé\glimgo £25 PLAY

EARN 150 FREE
oo PLAY
POINTS $20 COMP




ARY: 1918 10 2025

Patricia Lynn Schmidt, 77, of Flandreau, SD, passed away at her home on Thursday, January 1, 2026. Funeral
services will take place at 11:00 AM on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 at Eastman Hall in Flandreau, SD. An all-night
wake will take place on Monday, January 5, 2026 beginning at 4:00 PM with a wake service starting at 6:00 also at
Eastman Hall.

Patricia “Pat” Lynn Rederth Schmidt was born on August 28, 1948, in Pipestone, Minnesota, to Arthur Rederth
and Caroline Allen Rederth. She journeyed to the spirit world peacefully with LeRoy by her side on January 1,
2026, with the wings of an angel.
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On July 25, 1966, Patricia was united in marriage to her lifelong love, LeRoy William Schmidt. Together, they
shared 597 years of marriage while raising a family. She was a daughter, sister, mother, grandmother, and
great-grandmother. She was raised in the Flandreau, SD, area, where she graduated from Flandreau Public
School. Early on in their marriage, they lived in Sioux Falls, SD, for roughly three years before moving. The family
then began farming in 1968 on an acreage near Valley Springs, SD. In the spring of 1976, they returned home to
Flandreau, SD.

Pat worked for the Flandreau Indian School from 1976 through the mid-1980s, where she served as a dorm
matron and cook. She was also actively involved in the community. Together, as husband and wife, they later
drove semi-truck for PTI Inc. out of Huron, SD, for several years. She then worked for the FSST Finance
Department and served on the FSST Executive Committee.

Pat enjoyed many hobbies, including creating God’s Eye crafts, camping, fishing, playing bingo, visiting casinos,
and had a fondness for collecting angels. She was always active on the farm, with she and the kids always
lending a helping hand whenever or wherever they were needed, whether it was helping pull lambs or assisting
with field work. Pat was an active lifelong member of the First Presbyterian Church. Pat will be dearly missed,
especially her inviting smile and kindness.

Patricia is survived by her loving husband, LeRoy William Schmidt; her children: daughter Patsy (Troy); sons
Arthur (Kim), Daniel (Cody), and Danny “Dano Good Boy”; her grandchildren: Samuel, Thomas, Seth, Abby (Nick),
Nate, Casey, and Josh (Lisa); and her great-grandchildren: Carter, Sullivan, Jameson, Hendrik, Aspen, Braysen,
Aaden, and Stella.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Arthur and Caroline Allen Rederth; her brothers, Harold “Buzz” and
Daniel Rederth; her sisters, Caroline “Hop” (Sorenson), Cheryl “Cherry,” Mary Kaye, and Donna Rederth; and her
daughter Sheila Schmidt and son Randy Schmidt, her children.
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Remembering those we lostin 2025

| conard Lller
Carol Robertson

Dennis (Mickey) Peterson

Jetirey (Robin) Rederth

Charles Allen Sr.
David lovejoy

hathryn Benninhg

Becky Red Farth




New Early Childhood Enrichment Center Advisory Council Meeting Held
November 6th, 2025

On November 6th, 2025, the
Early Childhood Enrichment

Center  Advisory Council
meeting was held at Dakota
Layers, hosted by Scott

Ramsdell and Jody Hernandez,
CEO of the Boys and Girls Club
of the Northern Plains. The
meeting focused on what needs
to happen before the ongoing
construction of the Flandreau
Early Childcare Enrichment
Center, which is scheduled to
open in May 2026, is
completed. The new advisory
council was established to
represent all three partners: the
City of Flandreau, the
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe,
and the Boys and Girls Club of
the Northern Plains. With the
task of assisting  with
operational readiness, and as a
community advisory
committee, guiding facility
operations while serving as
ambassadors who advocate for
this facility throughout our
community.

The center will be located
southwest of the Flandreau

REGISTER WITH QR CODE ON FLANDREAU EARLY CHILD ENRICHMENT CENTER —

v

—

SchoolDistrictand northeast of
the Boys and Girls Club. It will
feature 9,900 sg ft of new
construction dedicated to
serving children from birth to
age 5. This project started in
Fall 2022 with a community
needs assessment that
identified a high demand for
childcare in Flandreau, along
with a need for flexible options
to accommodate diverse work
schedules and family
situations.

In May 2026, when the Early
Childhood Enrichment Center
opens, it will have a total
enrollment of sixty children.
Twenty children, infants, and
toddlers have their own
classrooms. With forty
children, twenty 3-4-year-olds
in one classroom and 4-5-year-
oldsin another classroom. With
a total of twenty-two full-time
employees.

Once the early childhood
enrichment center is
established in 2027, phase two
will be implemented. This will

involve opening mildly ill rooms
staffed by a CNA, extended
hours of careto meetthe needs
of the non-traditional work

schedules, and expanding
services by opening three
additional infant/toddler
classrooms, one additional

preschool classroom, and one
additional flex space for
school-aged children. Opening
these additional rooms will
increase the total enrollment to
one hundred thirty-eight
children. Made possible with an
increase in full-time employees
to a total of thirty-four.

| would like to thank Kristi Bietz,
Trustee |, for attending and
becoming a part of the advisory
council. Along with Elizabeth
Fisherman, LT. Computer
Support Specialist, and Philip
Allen, Roads Transportation
Fleet Manager, for all their time
and efforts in helping make this
a success thatwillenhance and
strengthen our community for
generations. -Amber Allen
CCDF Administrator
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Nurturing young minds.
Inspiring Great Futures.

opening May 2026
for enrollmeént information

SCAN HERE I Visit 9rea’rf'u1uressd.org for employment opportunities

Made possible through
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‘ JANUARY 2026

Cervical Cancer | Healthy Weight

0, WICOZANI GATHERING
@% HEEQTI;TH Community Room

Tuesdays from 9:00am to 11:30am

January 6" - New Year New Standard
On the Menu - Healthy Hydration Recipe

January 13" - Healthy Tools for Success

On the Menu - Pre-exercise snacks

January 20™ - Maintaining Motivation

On the Menu - Post exercise snacks

January 27" - Boredom Busters

On the Menu - Versatile Snack Recipes




Do you LOVE BINGO?

Join our January Wellness Challenge...
WALKING BINGO!

How to Play:

19 laps around the gym =1 mile
Each lap completed =1 numbered ping pong ball
Bingo cards will have 20 spaces (19 laps + FREE space)

More laps = More chances to BINGO!

503 W.Broad Ave | Flandreau,SD | 605.573.4188




EM SPM FRY BREAD

RIVER'S BEND RESTAURANT
ADULTS CHILDREN

$15 | $10

Enjoy traditional fry bread

made fresh and top with a ? K S
large selection taco toppings OM l/l’&&
and wojapi! CASINO+HOTEL

Management reserves the right to enhance, change or discontinue any promotional event at any time with or without prior notice.

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
PRIME RIB

SATURDAYS

$21.99

Enjoy tender & juicy, house made dry-rubbed, and slow
cooked prime rib with an assortment of sides and salad bar!

CASINO+HOTEL

Management reserves the right to enhance, change or discontinue any promotional event at any time with or without prior notice.




Wovusice

Corruption

No matter what your political viewpoint, mainstream or local, the national trend
seems to be one of self enrichment. For those of us in Indian Country, thisis no
different than any other day since our initial contact with foreigners.

Since last year, we have seen the current administration take aim at previous
environmental initiatives and priorities through a series of executive orders that
dissolved programs such as the Solar-for-All program and the Climate Community
Block grant, two federal grants that would have made a significantimpact to our
communities priortities. Healthcare is in the cross hairs of the feds and the pinches
to tribal health operations are felt across the nation. One might ask if omitting
funding for native nations is an unfortunate part of erasing the prior
administration’s accomplishments or was it a larger effort to curtail federal
spending? It appears that the administration is taking a cautious approach to
indian country or is something more sinester brewing with many federal cuts seem
dangerously close to be chipping away at their treaty obligations.

Within the last year, the administration has questioned the very foundation of what
and who is considered a U.S. citizen. Although we never requested such an “honor”
it wasn’t until Calvin Coolidge signed the Indian Citizens Act of 1924 that all Native
Americans, unwillingly and sometimes unaware, that they just became a U.S.
citizen subject to the laws of the jurisdiction therein. The question of Birthright
Citizenship is now before the Supreme Court.

The 14th amendment speaks to this issue; however,'some scholars theorize that the
Citizenship Clause of the 14th amendment only applies to the formerly enslaved
and section 2 further defining that Congressional representation'does not apply to
non-tax indians.

So, Where does that.leave'ournations?




Quietly this question is being posed by the administration and the consideration
at hand is whether a native citizen, loyal to their own nation, be considered a
citizen subject to the jurisdiction of the United States?

Currently the United States acts as a ward to some native nations and through a
series of contractual obligations provide services to the tribes, who in turn
administer those services to the membership in the form of 638 Contracts. Some
tribal economies rely heavily on federal program assistance and the associated
indirect cost. So, what would become of those native nations if suddenly the U.S.
deemed such services to be our own responsibility? Although some would
welcome such a distinction, the question we must ask ourselves is,

“Are we ready for it?

Our federal system isn’t the only place to find Woyusice but also within many
native nations closer to home. During the past year, newspapers and the internet
were buzzing with reports of an unprecedent amount of greed and selfishness,
coming to light, from every corner of indian country. Greedy elected officials
displaying their contempt for their fellow members by helping themselves to and
wasting millions of federal, state and tribal dollars, resources that could make
difference in the lives of many of our friends and relatives.

So should we, our nation, be standing in solidarity with those who blatantly turn
their backs on their own? This being a reflective question that many of us should

be asking ourselves and our individual tribal governments.

Where do we stand on issues of Woyusice?

Looking now and beyond 2026, how should we prepare ourselves for an
ever-changing political landscape? Should we hope for the best or lead by
example, perhaps? Self-reliance seems like a great place to start, ensuring our
investments are aligned with our future security. One thing is for certain; change
is on our doorstep and how we respond to these future challenges will determine
our survival as a nation.
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ALL YOU CAN EAT

BREAKFAST BUFFET
Assorted breakfast meats, breakfast potatoes,
egg bakes, crepes, waffles, French toast sticks,

sweet breads, fruit, and the “‘endless egg station’
to include omelets and eggs cooked to order.

CASINO+HOTEL
RIVER'S BEND RESTAURANT

Enjoy unlimited crab legs and
an assortment of seafood.




WELLNESS
CENTER

SENTER (LOCATED EAST SIDE ENTRANCE OF
WICOICAGA OTIPI COMMUNITY CENTER)

TRIBAL

All Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal Employees
are eligible to join our Wellness Center!

1/ NATIVE NATIONS
2 TRIBAL L@ IS . 605
@ HEMTH L Ryl Rt O OO \c

CENTER T a9¥yii

ALL FLANDREAU SANTEE
SIOUX TRIBAL DEPARTMENTS

If you are employed by any Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal entity,
you are invited to join the Wellness Center. Bring along a friend
or family member to inspire and encourage one another!

Stop by or call the Wellness Center for more information.

503 W. Broad Ave | Flandreau,SD | 605.573.4188



SAVE A LIFE GIVE BLOOD

Consider donating blood at the Flandreau Tribal Health
Community Blood Drive. Our Wellness Team will be present with
health education and opportunity for new members to register!

See below for more information. Pidamayaye (Thank you)

> Wicoicaga Otipi Community Center
~ TRIBAL

HEALTH Friday, January 30th
CRITER 10:00am until 2:00pm

IMPACT LOCAL LIVES IN OUR COMMUNITY

amge ) COMMUNITY
Scan Here To Schedule Your Donation! iv,tg.f: / BLOOD B ANK

THE LIFE BLOOD OF YOUR COMMUNITY

Donors must be at least 17 years old (16 years old with parent consent form, found at cbblifeblood.org),
weigh 110 Ibs or more and be in good general health. You will need to bring identification with you to the drive,
(ex: driver’s license, CBB donor card, state ID, employee or student ID with photo, military ID or passport).

To schedule your appointment, either scan the QR code above, or log onto cbblifeblood.org, select “Donate Blood,”
then “Blood Drive Calendar,” January 30 and Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal Health Center or call 605-331-3222.




ATTENTIONZAPARENTS, GRANDPARENTS & GUARDIANS

Are your kiddos playing Roblox? You mighswdlitto reconsider: Seyeral states and
attorney generals across the nation areSounding the alarm and filing class action lawsuits
against the Roblox company on behalf of individual families and states.

The major 1ssue 1s online safety of children. Court filings claim that the gaming platform
fails to install safety features that keep kids safe. Court filings alledge that the gaming
platform unlawfully markets to children. Once engaged, children become addicted to the
game and it’s features, which often require purchasing instant gratifications and
incentives that propel the user further into the addictive game. These purchases are often
at the expense of unknowning guardians.

In addition, children are exhibiting a wide range of behavioral problems from emotional
distress to suicidal tendencies. Additional warnings of adults posing as a children, who
begin grooming unsuspecting kids through the use of the online chat feature. Children
are reported to exhibit rebellious and tempermental behaviors often leading to
confrontation with caregivers that cause children to run away from home. Other notable
dangers to children include kidnapping, rape and sexual exploitation online.

Experts advise parental figures find a way to reveal what and who your child 1s engaging
with online and monitot the platforms they are spending time on; disabling online chat
features and avoiding companies and products that ignore childhood safety. As a parent
or guardian, you are well within your rights to say NO to your child’s online gaming
activities and restrict them as such. For more information and guidance visit
www.missingkids.org/netsmartz/home
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IFirst Presbterian Church

f ' Follow Us on Facebook

[ ]
Watch Service Live JOI n US!

I very Sunday
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Worship Service
Fvery Sunday
10 am.
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P

Guild Hall Rental

S100 Deposit
S50 Retundable

\ @& Birthdays, Memorials & Gatherin g

Interested Parties Contact
Yvette Bursheim

i »_ \ (605) S64 1817
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Flandreau, South Dakota

Save the dates!

February 5th

Quarterly Gathering - 5 p.m.
Departmental Updates, Food & More

February 7th
General Council Meeting
Royal Room - 9 a.m.

Wowapi Newsletter

A monthly publication created by the Flandreau Santee
Sioux Tribe’s Communiations Department.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES:

~ 25th of each month
~ Must be typewritten or
Computer Generated Format

~ Hard Copy or Email
SUBMIT:

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe
Attn: Francis Wakeman 111
PO Box 283

Flandreau, SD 57028

(605) 573-4238

francis.wakeman@fsst-nsn.gov
NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER:

In preparation of this publication, every effort has been
made to offer the most current, correct, and clearly
expressed information possible. Neverless, inadvertent
errors in information may occur from time to time. A
reasonable effort to correct information will be mae in
the next publication.

The information in this newsletter has been compiled
from a variety of sources and are subjecty to change
without notice. Where discrepancies exist between this
publication and official document(s); the official
document(s) shall prevail.

The Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe makes no warranties
or representations whatsoever regarding the quality,
content, completeness, or adequacy of such
informatoin or data.

The FSST reserves the right to refuse the publications
of information where the subject matter is deemed
inaccurate or inappropriate.
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